REMARKS 

Entry and consideration of this Preliminary Amendment are respectfully requested 
prior to examination on the merits. 

This Preliminary Amendment is being filed to include a cross-reference to parent 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/605,415, filed June 28, 2000. 

Examination on the merits is awaited. 


Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 



By: . 

Michael A. Makuch, Reg. No. 32,263 
1850 M Street, NW - Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202) 263-4300 
March 29, 2004 Facsimile: (202)263-4329 
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